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The Importance of Migration Data 

• Migration is a highly contested area and much of the 
discussion around it is not supported with evidence 

• Globally the measurement of migration had not kept 
up with its increasing scale or changing nature 

• Transnational circulation, return migration, 
temporary migration, circular migration largely 
ignored in standard data collection which is still 
locked into the permanent migration model 

• Initiatives of UN, OECD and World Bank to bring 
together migration data 



Australian Migration Data 
• DIBP - information on all entrants and    

    departures 
- however, loss of Immigration Update publication 

• 5 Yearly Censuses  - suite of migration questions 
 - need to include a question to       
 capture non-permanent migration and 
 differentiate them from permanent migrants 
 - immigration clearly being missed in some 
 regional areas 

• Excellent initiatives - DIBP data bases (eg spatial) 
   - Data linking initiative 
   - DIBP sponsored longitudinal survey of  
     refugees   
   - “irregular migrant” survey                                                                                                                              

 
 



Global International Migration, 1980-2013 
Source:  United Nations, 2011 and 2013 

 
 

Year 
Number of 
Migrants 

% of Total 
Population 

1980 99,300,000  2.2 
1990 155,518,065  2.9 
1995 165,968,778  2.9 
2000 178,498,563  2.9 
2005 195,245,404  3.0 
2010 213,943,812  3.1 
2013 232,000,000 3.2 

 



2013 International Migrants 
Source: United Nations International Population Division 

• 232m living outside country of birth (195m in 
2005) 

• 137m in high income countries (11% of total) 
• 95m of them from low income countries (1.8% of 

total) 
• 2000-05 – increased 12.8m 
• 2005-10 – increased 10.5m 
• 2010-13 – increased 18m 
• Females 49% 



Global Trends 
• Record numbers of “people of concern” of 

UNHCR 
• South-south migration is similar in scale to 

south-north migration 
• Asia has increased its role as a leading 

destination of migrants as well as origin 
• Current estimates of remittances sent by 

migrants are now US billion 542, far exceeding 
the level of Overseas Development Assistance 
(World Bank 2014) 



International Migration by Country of 
Destination, 2013 

Source: United Nations 2013 



International Migration by Country of 
Origin, 2013 

Source: United Nations 2013 



World Refugee Situation, End 2013 
Source:  UNHCR 2013 and 2014 

Number % Annual Change
Refugees 11,003,862  11.4
People in Refugee-like situations 699,317      13.0
Asylum Seekers 1,171,762    24.3
IDPs 1,356,182    -12.2
Refugees in LDCs 9,423,453    0.04



Total Refugees and People in Refugee Like 
Situations by Country of Asylum, End 2011 

Source: UNHCR, 2012 



The Asia-Pacific Region 
• The 2015 formation of the Asian Economic 

Community 
• Increasing calls from the Pacific to open up 

migration opportunities in Australia (PACER+ 
negotiations) 

• Increasing significance of Intra-Asian and north-
south migration in Asia.  22.7% of global 
economy in 1990, 28.6% in 2013 and projected 
to  be 31.2% in 2019 (IMF 2014) 

• Increasing skilled migration policies and 
programs in Asian countries 



Australia: 
A Country of Immigration 

• 27 percent born overseas in 2011 
• 20 percent Australia-born with an 

overseas-born parent(s) in 2011 
• 1,142,560 persons temporarily present 

at 31 March 2014 
• Without postwar migration the 

Australian population would be less 
than 13 million compared with 23.3 
million in 2013 



Foreign-born population, 2001 and 2011, 
Percentage of the total Population 

Source: OECD 2013, p.37 



Indicators of Australian Diversity, 2011 
Source: ABS, 2011 Census 

Indicator Percent 

Born overseas 26.1 

Born overseas in CALD country 16.6 

Australia-born with an overseas-born parent 18.8 

Speaks language other than English at home 19.2 

Ancestry (multi response) in a CALD country 28.7 

Ancestry (multi response) in an Asian Country 9.9 

Non-Christian religion 22.3 

Indigenous Population 2.6 

No. of birthplace groups with 10,000 +  67 

No. of birthplace groups with 1,000 +  133 

No. of indigenous persons 548,369 



Indicators of Greater Sydney Diversity, 2011 
Source: ABS, 2011 Census 

Indicator Percent 

Born overseas 36.4 

Born overseas in NES country 28.0 

Australia-born with an overseas-born parent 23.0 

Speaks language other than English at home 34.3 

Ancestry (first response) in a CALD country  41.1 

Non-Christian religion 14.3 

Indigenous Population 1.3 

No. of birthplace groups with 10,000 +  38 

No. of birthplace groups with 1,000 +  97 

No. of indigenous persons 54,745 



Australia’s Changing Ethnic Profile 

First 
Response

Second 
Response

2006
% Asian Ancestry 8.2 3.8
% Australian Ancestry 29.1 36.9
% British, Irish, Anlo Ancestry 44.2 29.7
2011
% Asian Ancestry 10.7 4.4
% Australian Ancestry 24.6 33.8
% British, Irish, Anglo Ancestry 45.9 32.0
% Asian Born 8.6
Asian Language Spoken at Home 11.2



Main Impacts of Change in 
Government 

• Splitting of DIAC into DIBP and a section 
in DSS 

• Major shifts in Asylum Seeker Policy.  
Operation Sovereign Borders. 

• Reduction in planning number for 
Humanitarian Entrants 

• Largely maintenance of remainder of 
migration program 



  
Changes in the Name of Australia’s Federal 

Government Department and Ministry 
Administering Immigration, 1945-2013 

 
Year Title of Department 

1945 Department of Immigration 

1974 Department of Labour and Immigration 

1975 Department of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs 

1982 Department of Immigration, Local Government and Ethnic Affairs 

1993 Department of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs 

1995 Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs 

2001 Department of Immigration, Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs 

2005 Department of Immigration and Citizenship 

2013 Department of Immigration and Border Protection 
 



Contemporary Population Growth Rates (% pa)  
Source: ESCAP 2013; Population Reference Bureau 2012 and 2013; ABS 2013 

Population 
2013

(millions)
World 2012-13 1.1 7137
LDCs (excl. China) 2012-13 1.6 4534

MDCs 2012-13 0.2 1246
Europe and the New Independent States 2012-13 0.0 740

North America 2012-13 0.9 352

ESCAP Region 2012-13 1.0 4326

Indonesia 2012-13 1.2 249

Australia 2012-13 1.6
Australia 2008-09 1.8
South Australia 2012-13 1.0
South Australia 2008-09 0.9

Country/Region Year Rate Per 
Annum

23.1

1.67



Projections of the Population of Australia 
and South Australia  

Source: ABS Estimated Resident Population data Projections 2005, 2008 and 2013 

ABS 2005 ABS 2008 ABS 2013 ABS 2005 ABS 2008 ABS 2013

2011 Actual 22.3 22.3 22.3 1.64 1.64 1.64
2021 Projected 23.9 25.6 26.5 1.63 1.81 1.83
2051 Projected 28.0 34.2 38.0 1.58 2.16 2.42

Australia South Australia

Series B Series B



Australia:  Total Population Growth Showing the Natural 
Increase and Net Migration Components, 1901-2013 

Source: ABS 1986 and ABS Australian Demographic Statistics, various issues 
 



Recent Migration Trends 
Permanent Skill

Family
Humanitarian
Other

Temporary 457
Students
Working Holiday Makers
New Zealanders?
Other

Net Overseas Migration contains elements of both with 
requirement that a person has to have spent 12 of the last 16 
months in Australia to be a Net Overseas Migration Gain 



Australia: Components of 
Population Growth 

Source: ABS 2013 and 2014 

Year

% Total 
Population 
Growth Per 

Annum

Net 
Overseas 
Migration

% Total 
Population 
Growth Per 

Annum

Net 
Overseas 
Migration

2006 1.47 182,196      0.99 12,259         
2007 1.60 244,030      0.88 13,894         
2008 2.19 315,687      1.23 17,617         
2009 1.82 246,900      1.30 17,173         
2010 1.40 172,038      0.86 10,894         
2011 1.57 205,679      0.89 10,044         
2012 1.79 241,151      0.92 11,203         
2013 1.73 235,797 0.91 11,872         

Australia South Australia



Program Numbers 

2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15

Planning Level

Planning Level 185,000   190,000   190,000    190,000

Skill 125,755   129,250   128,550    128,550

Regional Skilled 16,471     16,000     

Family 58,604     60,185     60,885      60,885

Special Eligibility 639           565           565            565                   

Humanitarian 13,750     20,119     

Outcome



Top ten citizenships of migrants 2012-13 
Source: DIAC 2013, p.5 



Migration program outcomes from 
2003-04 to 2012-13 

Source: DIAC 2013, p.4 



Migration program category outcomes 
2012-13 – onshore versus offshore 

Source: DIAC 2013, p.5 



Onshore and Offshore Skilled Visa 
Grants, 2003-04 to 2012-13 

Source: Smith et al., 2014, p.11 



Employer sponsored outcome 2003-04 
to 2012-13 

Source: DIAC 2013, p.10 



Components of Australia’s Skill Stream, visa places in 2012–13 
Source: Smith et al., 2014, p.6 



State/Territory Sponsored and Skilled 
Regional Visas 

Source: Smith et al., 2014, p.12 



Australia: Migration Program Outcome by Stream and Non-
Program Migration, 1976-7 to 2012-13 

Source: DIAC Population Flows: Immigration Aspects, various issues; DIAC Immigration Update, various 
issues; DIAC 2012 and 2013 
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Growth in the Family Stream 2003/04 to 2012/13 
Source: Smith et al., 2014, p.15 



Components of the Family Stream in 2012-13 
Source: Smith et al., 2014, p.14 



Age Distribution of Family and Skill Stream 
Source: Smith et al., 2014, p.16 



Humanitarian Program grants by 
category 1994–95 to 2012-13 

Source: DIAC 2011a, p.59, 2011b, 2012 and 2013  



Australia:  Permanent Arrivals of New Zealand Citizens 
and New Zealand-Born Persons, 1981-82 to 2012-13 

Source: DIMIA, Australian Immigration: Consolidated Statistics and DIAC, Immigration Update, 
various issues 
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Australia:  New Zealand Citizen Permanent and Long 
Term Arrivals and Departures, 1995-96 to 2012-13 
Source: DIAC, Population Flows: Immigration Aspects, various issues and DIBP unpublished data 
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Australia: Temporary Migration, 1986-87 to 2012-13 
Source: DIAC, Population Flows: Immigration Aspects, various issues; DIAC Annual Report, various issues 
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Student Visa Grants 2011-12 to 2013-14: 
Major Source Countries 

Source: DIBP 
 

Percent Change
Citizenship Country 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2012-13 to 2013-14
China, Peoples Republic of 49,592 54,015 60,315 11.7
India 33,764 24,808 34,130 37.6
Korea, South 12,407 12,942 12,883 -0.5
Vietnam 8,161 10,725 12,495 16.5
Brazil 9,695 10,682 12,115 13.4
Thailand 8,760 9,274 11,245 21.3
Nepal 6,840 7,112 10,651 49.8
Malaysia 9,316 9,143 9,592 4.9
Indonesia 8,211 8,060 8,862 10.0
Saudi Arabia 8,517 8,084 8,164 1.0
Other 97,783 104,433 111,608 6.9
Total 253,046 259,278 292,060 12.6



Australia: Unauthorised Arrivals, 1989-90 to 2012-13 
Source: DIMIA  2002, 2004 and 2005; DIAC 2007; DIAC Annual Report, various issues; Phillips and Spinks 

2013;  DIAC 2013 
 



Number of IMAs to Australia Since 2009 
Source: McAuliffe and Mence 2014, p.75 



Origin of IMAs, 2013 
Source: McAuliffe and Mence 2014, p.75 



South Australia:  Long Term Visitor 
Arrivals and Departures, 1993-94 to 2011-12 

Source: DIAC unpublished data 
 



Trends in Temporary Migrants 
Source: DIAC 2013 

2011-12 Number SA % of Australia
Visitor Arrivals 100,742 2.67
% Change 2010-11 to 2011-12 3.2 0.5
Students 2012 18,830 6.13
Students 2010 22,190 5.8
457s 5,100 3.15





 
“During the 1990s something 
dramatic happened – there was a 
marked shift of immigrants away 
from global cities and the states or 
regions where they are located 
toward new destinations throughout 
the United States” 

Massey and Copaferro 2008, 26 



2006-11 

• Number of immigrants living in regional 
Australia increased from 771,574 to 
1,001,645 

• 19% of immigrants lived in regions 
• The percentage of the population 

overseas-born increased from 13.7 to 
15.1% 



Australia-Born and Overseas-Born Population Change for 
Metropolitan and Non-metropolitan LGAs, 2006-11  

Source: ABS Census Data 2011 (based on Usual Place of Residence)  



Australia: Rest of State Net Migration Profile, 
2006-11  

Source: ABS 2006 and 2011 Censuses  



Australia: Rest of State Net Migration Profile, 
2006-11  

Source: ABS 2006 and 2011 Censuses  



Immigrant settlement has a long history in regional Australia 
but the inmovement in the last decade differs from earlier 
flows in a number of ways:  
• It includes a mix of high skilled and low skilled migrants.  
• It includes a mix of temporary (Working Holiday Makers, 

Students and 457s) as well as permanent settlers.  
• It includes a large non-European background component.  
• It is more spatially dispersed influencing the wheat-sheep 

belt as well as other ecological zones in regional 
Australia.  

• It is playing an important ‘replacement role’ for 
outmigration of Australia-born youth.  

• There is every indication that this will be an even more 
• Role of DIBP  



Impact of Immigration on Population 
Distribution 
Source: Smith et al., 2014, p.34 



Australia: Settlement of Refugee-Humanitarian 
Settlers Outside  Capital Cities, 1996 to 2011 

Source: DIAC 
 



A New Phase of Migration? 
“the numbers are critical in regional and 
rural Australia and represent a turning point 
in Australian immigration history” 
Jordan et al. 2011, 260 



 
Conclusion 

• Global migration system changing rapidly 
• ASEAN post 2015, Pacer + and the Pacific 
• Asylum Seeker Issues 
• 457 issues 
• Coherence of policy 
• Will high levels be maintained with 

unemployment increasing? 


	2014 Migration Update Report
	Outline of Presentation 
	The Importance of Migration Data
	Australian Migration Data
	Global International Migration, 1980-2013�Source:  United Nations, 2011 and 2013
	2013 International Migrants�Source: United Nations International Population Division
	Global Trends
	International Migration by Country of Destination, 2013�Source: United Nations 2013
	International Migration by Country of Origin, 2013�Source: United Nations 2013
	World Refugee Situation, End 2013�Source:  UNHCR 2013 and 2014
	Total Refugees and People in Refugee Like Situations by Country of Asylum, End 2011�Source:	UNHCR, 2012
	The Asia-Pacific Region
	Australia:�A Country of Immigration
	Foreign-born population, 2001 and 2011, Percentage of the total Population�Source: OECD 2013, p.37
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Australia’s Changing Ethnic Profile
	Main Impacts of Change in Government
	 �Changes in the Name of Australia’s Federal Government Department and Ministry Administering Immigration, 1945-2013�
	Contemporary Population Growth Rates (% pa) �Source: ESCAP 2013; Population Reference Bureau 2012 and 2013; ABS 2013
	Projections of the Population of Australia and South Australia �Source: ABS Estimated Resident Population data Projections 2005, 2008 and 2013
	Australia:  Total Population Growth Showing the Natural Increase and Net Migration Components, 1901-2013
Source: ABS 1986 and ABS Australian Demographic Statistics, various issues�
	Recent Migration Trends
	Australia: Components of Population Growth�Source: ABS 2013 and 2014
	Program Numbers
	Top ten citizenships of migrants 2012-13�Source: DIAC 2013, p.5
	Migration program outcomes from 2003-04 to 2012-13�Source: DIAC 2013, p.4
	Migration program category outcomes 2012-13 – onshore versus offshore�Source: DIAC 2013, p.5
	Onshore and Offshore Skilled Visa Grants, 2003-04 to 2012-13�Source: Smith et al., 2014, p.11
	Employer sponsored outcome 2003-04 to 2012-13�Source: DIAC 2013, p.10
	Components of Australia’s Skill Stream, visa places in 2012–13�Source: Smith et al., 2014, p.6
	State/Territory Sponsored and Skilled Regional Visas�Source: Smith et al., 2014, p.12
	Australia: Migration Program Outcome by Stream and Non-Program Migration, 1976-7 to 2012-13�Source: DIAC Population Flows: Immigration Aspects, various issues; DIAC Immigration Update, various issues; DIAC 2012 and 2013�
	Growth in the Family Stream 2003/04 to 2012/13�Source: Smith et al., 2014, p.15
	Components of the Family Stream in 2012-13�Source: Smith et al., 2014, p.14
	Age Distribution of Family and Skill Stream�Source: Smith et al., 2014, p.16
	Humanitarian Program grants by category 1994–95 to 2012-13�Source: DIAC 2011a, p.59, 2011b, 2012 and 2013 
	Australia:  Permanent Arrivals of New Zealand Citizens and New Zealand-Born Persons, 1981-82 to 2012-13�Source:	DIMIA, Australian Immigration: Consolidated Statistics and DIAC, Immigration Update, various issues
	Australia:  New Zealand Citizen Permanent and Long Term Arrivals and Departures, 1995-96 to 2012-13�Source:	DIAC, Population Flows: Immigration Aspects, various issues and DIBP unpublished data�
	Australia: Temporary Migration, 1986-87 to 2012-13�Source: DIAC, Population Flows: Immigration Aspects, various issues; DIAC Annual Report, various issues�
	Student Visa Grants 2011-12 to 2013-14: Major Source Countries�Source: DIBP�
	Australia: Unauthorised Arrivals, 1989-90 to 2012-13�Source: DIMIA  2002, 2004 and 2005; DIAC 2007; DIAC Annual Report, various issues; Phillips and Spinks 2013;  DIAC 2013�
	Number of IMAs to Australia Since 2009�Source: McAuliffe and Mence 2014, p.75
	Origin of IMAs, 2013�Source: McAuliffe and Mence 2014, p.75
	South Australia:  Long Term Visitor Arrivals and Departures, 1993-94 to 2011-12�Source:	DIAC unpublished data�
	Trends in Temporary Migrants�Source: DIAC 2013
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	2006-11
	Australia-Born and Overseas-Born Population Change for Metropolitan and Non-metropolitan LGAs, 2006-11 �Source: ABS Census Data 2011 (based on Usual Place of Residence) 
	Australia: Rest of State Net Migration Profile, 2006-11 �Source: ABS 2006 and 2011 Censuses 
	Australia: Rest of State Net Migration Profile, 2006-11 �Source: ABS 2006 and 2011 Censuses 
	Slide Number 53
	Impact of Immigration on Population Distribution�Source: Smith et al., 2014, p.34
	Australia: Settlement of Refugee-Humanitarian Settlers Outside  Capital Cities, 1996 to 2011�Source: DIAC�
	Slide Number 56
	�Conclusion

